a                THE INDIAN STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM

the Tamil, Malayalam, Canarese, and Telugu areas of
the southern presidency. From Madras wo proceeded
northwards through Orissa into Bengal and parts of
Assam and continued our tour through Birar and the
United Provinces to Delhi. The Punjab, the N.-W-
F. P., Sind and G-ujerat wore next visited. To finish
our work within the time at oar disposal we had to split
ourselves into two and even to throe and four sections.

In each of these provinces the .Delegation spent
the greater part of its time in the rural, areas. Ln the
urban areas we met leaders and representatives of
almost every shade of opinion it) India, official and non-
official. Our work has been carried on with as little
formality as possible. We have constantly reminded
ourselves that statistics and memoranda by themselves
would not give us the picture of real India that we were
seeking, and that an understanding of the feelings and
sentiments of the people was of the essence of our work*
We stayed almost invariably in Indian houtjet* with
Indian hosts. Our hosts, guides and friends woro not
all of one religious or political persuasion. In every
province and nearly every district we took caro to see
the officials who gave us their point of view.

When we left England we had been told that the
policy of the present Viceroy and Secretary of State
was a success and that the Congress movement was all
!but crushed. We were further told that the agitation
for self-government was confined to a minority of edu-
cated Hindus who exploited the ignorant masses and